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Residents raise affordable housing concerns
LYNDY BERRYHILL
JACQUELINE KNIRNSCHILD
thedmnews@gmail.com

The Board of Aldermen’s
decision to do away with Riverside Place remains a sore
subject for residents, as the
growing city struggles to cope
with the lack of affordable
housing.
The “Ideas On Tap: What
Happened to Affordable
Housing?” forum was hosted
by Proud Larry’s and sponsored through the Mississippi
Humanities Council. Panelists each spoke on different
aspects of housing and lat-

er took questions from the
crowd.
Although the Board of Aldermen has assured residents
they will not be evicted until
they find housing, it did not
renew the city’s contract to
operate the last public housing complex in the city. The
city owns the complex, which
was built in the 1980s, and is
responsible for its upkeep.
Instead, the decision was
made to issue residents housing vouchers, which supplement rent payments for
low-income families. The
contract ended Feb. 27 this
year.

Thirty families have been
able to locate housing with
the vouchers, but there are
still 60 families living in the
complex that have not found
another residence.
“I thought ... it would be
easy to use the (housing
vouchers),” said Doretha Harris, a resident of Riverside. “I
was wrong. It is so difficult to
find a place because people
do not want to rent to people
with a (housing voucher).”
Judy Daniel, director of
planning for the City of Oxford was a member of the
panel and answered questions on future housing proj-

ects in Oxford.
Ward III Alderman Janice
Antonow was the only board
member from the city in the
audience.
Antonow defended the
city’s decision to relocate Riverside residents. She said the
building was in bad shape,
but the board wanted to give
residents the opportunity to
live in better conditions.
“It just really floored me
when I heard that people were
opposed to that,” Antonow
said. “There’s housing available. We’re going to find it ....
Give (the Board of Aldermen)

SEE HOUSING PAGE 5

Technology has accelerated
the way students learn on campus, and now, it’s accelerating
the ways they cheat.
Internet-based
companies like StudySoup and MySchoolTool offer students an
easy way to get their hands
on notes from classes they’ve
missed, toeing the line of what
the university considers legal
academic help.
Charlotte Fant Pegues, assistant provost and registrar,
said that when she heard MySchoolTool’s business model,
she wondered if the company knew what it was doing. It
claims to offer students academic assistance by providing
online annotated bibliographies.
“What are you talking about?”
Pegues asked. “It essentially automates the tutorial process.”
Pegues learned about MySchoolTool only weeks ago and
said what she’s read about the
company is troubling.
StudySoup approaches the
modern academic world economically. The company hires
students as elite notetakers
who upload their own notes
and study guides from common
classes to the website. Other
students can purchase the notes
and study guides for their use.
Mallory McClurg, an integrated marketing communications major, said she became an
elite notetaker for StudySoup
after seeing its ad that said she
could earn up to $600.
“Last semester, I made
$800,” McClurg said. “I’ve been
a notetaker for three semesters
now.”
StudySoup, described by the
company as a “peer-to-peer
learning marketplace,” was
founded by Sieva Kozinsky
and Jeff Silverman, Universi-

SEE PLAGIARISM PAGE 4
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Associated
Student
Body
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
EMILY HOFFMAN
100 years ago, this great organization was
founded, and it is the legacy that they started
that I intend to continue for the next 100 years.
This is not a legacy that I started, and this is not
a legacy that will end with me, but it is a legacy
that I would like to move forward. The first
aspect of my platform is leaving a social legacy.
I hope to continue the inclusive social scene of
Everybody’s Formal and expand this with a new
event in the spring. The major plan for leaving
a philanthropic legacy is an ASB Day of Service,
where all the members of ASB come together to
work on a service project in the LOU community
instead of just completing mandatory service
hours. The focus of the financial legacy is to
create financial opportunities programs, such as
the Rebel Reuse Store. The profits of programs
such as this will allow ASB to bring back longterm programs like Future Rebels Day. The heart
of the caring legacy is focused on starting longterm initiatives geared towards personal care,
such as #HowAreYou, a campaign that will start
in Mental Health Awareness month and focuses
on starting the conversation regarding the true
mental health of our students.

DION KEVIN

AUSTIN SPINDLER

As a resident and active member
of the Lafayette-Oxford-University
community for over 21 years, my
passion for our town and university
has compelled me to lead and serve.
I’m looking forward to an opportunity
to bridge the gap between our city
leadership and student leaders,
as well as between our campus
administration and the student
body. Since 1848, the University
and the Oxford-Lafayette community
have been intertwined, serving each
other mutually to enrich culture and
grow scopes of influence. I hope to
join together and ensure that our
community continues to reflect our
common heartbeat. I hope to fight
to guarantee that we are heard, from
City Hall to the Lyceum. On Tuesday,
vote for a candidate who has two
decades of experience representing
everyone who calls Ole Miss home.

I’m Austin Spindler, and I’m running to be the
next ASB president. I have served constantly in our
student government since I arrived on campus in
2014 – as a senator my freshman year, a member
of the Legislative Council my sophomore year and
currently in the executive branch as our secretary.
These experiences have exposed me to both
good and bad governance and have helped me
understand that what our student body needs in a
president is simply REASON. We need a president
who is prepared to respect every unique belief
in this community, who will efficiently use our
resources to maximize the student experience,
who will take action on behalf of us day in and
day out, who makes sensible choices for our
campus based on experience and logic, who
will objectively listen to what we have to say and
who believes that every voice is necessary in
the decision-making process. I believe that the
people of this university have shaped me into
that presidential candidate – a Rebel with Reason.
My reason is each and every one of you, and I hope
that on Tuesday, March 7, I can be your reason, too.

Elections will take place online Tuesday. Students who are unable to vote on their
MyOleMiss accounts can vote in Minor Hall.
PHOTOS COURTESY: CANDIDATES
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COLUMN

Trump is creating a false sense of fear of immigrants

MIKALA TURNER

thedmopinion@gmail.com

While tuning into President Trump’s first State of the
Union address Tuesday night,
I was surprised by the change
in his demeanor and tone of
his speech. Compared to his
rallies, explosive Twitter rants
and inauguration address, it
was relatively calm and coherent.
Honestly, I was questioning
whether or not this was actu-

ally Trump because of the fact
that not every other word coming out of his mouth was “fake
news,” “illegals” or “wall.”
That was until I heard about
his proposal to the Department of Homeland Security to
create a department that will
separate the American people
even more than we already are.
“I have ordered the Department of Homeland Security to
create an office to serve American victims. The office is called
VOICE — Victims Of Immigration Crime Engagement,”
President Trump said. “We
are providing a voice to those
who have been ignored by our
media and silenced by special
interests.”
Not that I do not agree with

supporting the victims and
families of victims who lost
their lives due to the violence
of undocumented immigrants,
but this action seems unnecessary.
This may be an extravagant notion, but I am pretty
confident in my assumption
that almost every race or ethnicity commits crime at some
point. White people do it. African-Americans do it. Chinese
people do it. Although when
Latin Americans or Middle
Eastern people do it, it somehow turns into an immigration
and terrorist problem.
Creating this individual office just for victims of undocumented immigrants’ violence
sets us up for even more seg-

regation and unnecessary fear
than we already have. It will
teach individuals who do not
know any better to fear all
immigrants, not just undocumented ones. This type of
fear is unnecessary and should
never be felt.
It is enforcing racism —
point blank. Period.
My question to President
Trump would be: Why is the
office dedicated specifically
to the families of victims who
died because of undocumented immigrants’ violence? Are
other ethnicities not capable of
assault or murder?
Haven’t plenty of people
lost their lives to the violence
of caucasian people? Where is
the office named the Victims

Of Caucasian Crime Engagement? I know it does not have
a neat acronym like the other,
but it should still have merit.
Or how about an office dedicated to decreasing the growing amount of police brutality?
I suppose not enough young,
black kids have died for them
to get that sort of attention
from the executive branch.
This office makes it seem like
only specific victims matter,
which is the most ridiculous
concept I have ever heard. All
lives matter, but it seems only
certain ones earn the attention
of our president.
Mikala Turner is a
sophomore social work
major from Bruce.

Senior
HonorS THeSiS
PreSenTaTion

Ashley Anderson
B.B.a.

in

MarkeTing

“Is Major League
Baseball Striking Out?
In-Game Advertising and
Its Effects on
America’s Pastime”
Directed by Christopher Newman

Friday, March 3
at 12:00 pm
SMBHC Room 208

The defense is open to the public.

If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.
33713
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continued from page 1
ty of California Santa Barbara
alumni, and launched in 2014.
Ole Miss was ranked No. 140
out of 310 ranked universities
on StudySoup in 2016. StudySoup currently has notes and
studies for more than 200 subjects at the University of Mississippi. One class, Psychology
321, has 38 study materials
alone.
Chandler Carpenter, a junior
marketing major, currently
serves as a marketing coordinator intern for StudySoup.
“As a marketing coordinator, it’s my job to bring StudySoup to our campus by going
to classes and pitching to them
why they should become elite
notetakers,” Carpenter said.
She said it is sometimes difficult to get a professor’s permission to pitch StudySoup to
his or her class.
“They think it’s a form of
cheating,” Carpenter said. “Or
that you shouldn’t sell notes
and you should just share
them for free.”
McClurg said the administrators of StudySoup assured
her it cannot be considered
cheating so long as she writes
down the teacher’s notes or
lectures into her own words.
Charles Mitchell, assistant
dean of the Meek School of
Journalism and New Me-

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: ARIEL COBBERT

dia, serves as a professor of
communication law. He said
he makes the notes for his
class available to his students
through Ole Miss’ Blackboard.
McClurg has uploaded some
of these notes, as well as study
guides she made to StudySoup.
“I put them out there for the
class to use, so it can’t come
as a total shock that someone
did that. I don’t like it, but I
can’t claim that I’m shocked,”
Mitchell said. “The only problem is that I usually take them
off of Blackboard or close access to them while the students
are taking the test.”
Professor of linguistics Allison Burkette also teaches an
elite notetaker who uploads
study guides from her class.
Burkette said she doesn’t think

there’s anything inherently
wrong with other students selling the info.
“That being said, I have always maintained that the best
source of info is the class itself,” she said.
When Burkette looked over
one study guide uploaded in
her class’s section on StudySoup, she noticed some flaws in
the notetaker’s explanations.
“Well, I can see why some
people messed up on syntax
trees – that one isn’t right,” she
said.
Pegues said that as educational technology has percolated throughout campus life,
teachers have had an easier
time catching and reporting
acts of plagiarism. Pegues
serves on the academic disci-

plinary committee and hears
students’ appeals to plagiarism
cases decided by the committee.
“I wouldn’t say there is a
market increase in the number of appeals,” Pegues said.
“I would say there have been
more cases in my 24 years initiated by the faculty members.”
Ole Miss teachers use programs like SafeAssign to better
track students’ use of sources
in writing assignments submitted online. Pegues said
tools like this make it much
easier for teachers to prove
plagiarism, and there have certainly been more cases filed.
Pegues said that as academic
policing technology improves,
so will the adverse technology
students use to plagiarize. She

said companies like StudySoup
will always entice students to
cheat.
“But now the advancement
of technology has just made it
easier and more accessible for
students,” Pegues said. “And
that’s vey unfortunate. Very
unfortunate.”
Will Berry chairs the university’s Academic Discipline
Committee and is a professor
at the University of Mississippi
School of Law. He said he has
yet to handle a case of a teacher and student butting heads
over the academic legality of
note-sharing websites, but
many professors may be unaware of their existence.
At the moment, university
professors’ tolerance of these
companies varies on a classroom-to-classroom basis.
Honors College Associate
Dean Debra Brown Young said
the Honors administration
generally supports what professors and people in the classroom say.
“Unless a professor has said
‘don’t do it,’ I think it’s no different than having a friend take
notes for you,” Young said.
Pegues said note-sharing
services can be a slippery slope
for students.
“Unfortunately, there are
a lot of opportunities for students to commit acts of academic dishonesty,” she said.
“I think students have become
more creative, and so have
these predators.”

33742
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continued from page 1
a chance to do our jobs.”
Antonio said based on the
number of people who attended, affordable housing is an
obvious problem that causes
concern for a large portion of
the community.
“It’s an ongoing issue,” Antonow said.
Desiree Hensley, director
of the Low-Income Housing
Clinic, said there could be a
better solution.
“In my mind, those 100
units are like gold,” Hensley
said. “The city owns them
now. The city doesn’t have to
buy them ... There are pots of
money out there that the city
can access to redevelop those
units and make it a nice community.”
Hensley said that if the
city would refurbish Riverside’s physical structure, the
low-income
neighborhood
could be saved.
Hensley said the city could
even use the housing vouchers at Riverside after it is
renovated or rebuilt. She said
the city could even raise the
rent on the complex, and the
vouchers would still cover the
costs of living.
“The existence of shelter is
a powerful thing,” Hensley
said.
Ole Miss sociology profes-

Panelists speak to a crowd at Proud Larry’s Thursday night for the “Ideas on Tap: What Happened to Affordable Housing?“ event.
sor JT Thomas was also on
the panel. Adam Flaherty, a
student in JT Thomas’ class
about affordable housing,
said he noticed many of the
same themes from class in the
discussions.
Flaherty said better city
planning beforehand would
have helped the city and residents to avoid the issues surrounding Riverside.

Flaherty also said he thinks
that in order for Oxford to be
a community for everyone –
not just the privileged upper
class – the affordable housing
situation needs to improve.
Alonzo Hilliard, a threeyear member of the Interfaith
Compassion Ministry, a collaborative effort among local churches to provide basic
needs assistance to individu-

als in Lafayette County who
face crisis, said he thought the
event went really well.
In the Interfaith Compassion Ministry, Hilliard’s main
focus was homelessness.
Hilliard said the panel and
discussion at Proud Larry’s is
making the community aware
that so much work needs to
be done.
“The reason I’m here is to

COURTESY: BAYLEE MOZJESIK

try to help the city myself,”
Hilliard said. “To learn what
I can do to help.”
District 1 Supervisor Kevin Frye, who moderated the
event, said if residents want
affordable housing needs to
be addressed, residents need
to voice their concerns at
public meetings.
“It’s our obligation,” Frye
said.

2017
Grad Fair is your one-stop shop for all your Commencement needs
WHEN?

WHERE?

Tuesday, March 7

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 8

10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 9

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Martindale, First Floor
Student Services Center

Be sure to check the Commencement website for weekly
updates commencement.olemiss.edu
For additional questions, please contact University and Public
Events at (662) 915-7318 or email events@olemiss.edu
33714
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Alumni, faculty featured in statewide art exhibit
OLIVIA MORGAN

olmorgan@go.olemiss.edu

In the deep Mississippi
woods, Jaime Erin Johnson
lifts her camera to her eye and
adjusts the focus for a haunting portrait. In a two-story
workshop behind his home,
Rod Moorhead digs his nails
into wet clay to release a figure
within and weaves its organic
forms with neon and steel. All
the while in his studio, Philip R.
Jackson is carefully ticking his
brush across canvas, stroking
the oils just right to bring something still to life.
All three artists, working and
living in Oxford, have perfected
their methods and are featured
in this year’s “Mississippi Invitational” at the Mississippi Museum of Art in Jackson.
Johnson said the exhibition
shows how Oxford is a great
place for artists to live and
work.
“I have received support from
this community, and it’s what
brought me back to Ole Miss,”
she explained.
Her most recent work, titled
“Untamed,” is a series of portraits of a feral woman that incorporates the raw Mississippi
wilderness and collected bones.
Four works from this collection, “Bone Dress,” “Spine,”
“First Glance of Feral Woman”
and “Ribs,” were selected by the
Mississippi Invitational jury to
appear in the exhibition.
“Ribs,” which depicts a woman with upturned eyes clutching the titular bones to her
chest, draws on many of Johnson’s inspirations, such as nature and the people and places
that surround her.
“I tend to collect natural objects found walking,” she said.
“Whether I have a plan for what
to do with the object or not, I
will ponder and consider the
creative possibilities and make
it a challenge on how I can
make a photograph that conveys an idea using inspiration
from nature.”
She creates the color-drained
effects through cyanotype
printing, which is slower than
digital photography and in-

“Spine” by Jaime Erin Johnson.
volves staining the photos with
tea for more than 24 hours.
She used this technique on
a portrait titled “She Rests in
Flowers,” which, though not
featured in the invitational, will
serve as the cover art for the
upcoming book, “The Virginia
State Colony for Epileptics and
Feebleminded,” by local author
and University of Mississippi
Master of Fine Arts student
Molly McCully Brown.
Johnson studied for her
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Imaging Arts from 2006 to 2011 in
the Ole Miss Art Department.
She enrolled through the support of the Lonnie Smith Memorial scholarship, initially
studying graphic design, but
found she naturally transitioned into photography, a passion she had enjoyed since the
age of 16.
“Invaluable instruction in the
art department showed me that
through hard work, dedication
and creative vision, this passion
could be solidified into a career,” she said.
She would go on to earn her
MFA in photography from Louisiana Tech University in 2014,
and for the past two years she
has been the one providing the

COURTESY: JAIME ERIN JOHNSON

instruction to Ole Miss art students.
Also working in the Ole Miss
Art Department is Philip Jackson, the head of the painting
department on campus. The
39-year-old is a 10-year native
of Oxford and was the youngest
artist to receive a major exhibition and become the Martha
and Merritt DeJong Memorial
artist-in-residence in Evansville, Indiana.
His three pieces featured are
titled “Tangerine and Apples,”
“Eggshells and Pear” and “Apples and Cherries” and are part
of a larger collection he calls
“Transitory Spaces.” These
paintings feature vivid photorealistic objects subjected to often
ethereal lighting.
“In my still life paintings, I
capture the landscape through
the history of the object created by its environment. By
removing the object from its
ecological setting and placing
it in a space absent of time, its
natural purpose is redefined,”
Jackson said in a Huffington
Post article.
The works of this painter,
father and minister have garnered him the 2016 Jane Crater
Hiatt Artist Fellowship, which

COURTESY: ROD MOORHEAD

“Elgin’s Piano” is a sculpture by Rod Moorhead. It spawned the idea for “Elgin’s Octave,” a piece featured in the Mississippi
Museum of Art’s invitational.

COURTESY: HTTP://WWW.P-JACKSON.COM

“Cherries” is a painting by Philip Jackson, and it’s a part of his “Transitory Reflections” series.
provides an artist featured in months of work total.
the invitational with $15,000
“Elgin’s Octave” was spawned
for supplies, research and trav- from a larger commission piece
el. He plans to use the money that Moorhead created for the
for a residency in Ireland.
Butler Snow office in Nashville,
Even though he was not Tennessee, called “Elgin’s Piaraised in Oxford, he said the no.”
selection of multiple north
Using computer modeling,
Mississippi artists in this year’s Moorhead was able to replicate
invitational was “a wonderful figures in clay from the facade
reflection on the diversity and of the Parthenon in Nashville
strength of our artistic commu- and interweave those pieces
nity.”
with some of Nashville’s signaAnother featured member of ture neon lighting.
that community is Rod Moor“I thought, ‘Oh well, it’s
head, an artist who has erected Nashville, it’s glittery, it’s neon,’
many a stake on the landscape and suddenly I saw this piece,”
of the university. The 69-year- he said.
old lifelong Oxford resident
Often on larger pieces like
created two of the most iconic “Elgin’s Piano,” which took
statues on campus, ‘Concerto,’ around three months to create,
which stands guard over the Moorhead uses computer genGertrude C. Ford Center for erated 3-D modeling so he can
the Performing Arts, and the take the picture from his head
James Meredith statue.
to a computer diagram and
He started out as an Ole Miss then work the details into clay.
student studying English and He was able to use this techmath but took most of his elec- nique again in the construction
tives in art. The last class he of the slightly smaller “Elgin’s
enrolled in at Ole Miss, pottery, Octave,” which took about a
was the one that stuck with month and a half to complete.
him the most. For the next 15
“There’s stuff that you think
years, Moorhead would work as is going to work that doesn’t
a production potter to support work,” he said. “ I actually like
his writing aspirations, but he those moments because you’ve
finally decided – after a class got to think about ‘How am I
with Willie Morris – that his art going to make this work?’”
deserved his passion and focus.
Moorhead said he enjoys emMoorhead goes to work in bracing new technology with
his backyard studio, sometimes his art and is currently playing
constructing an outdoor lean-to with 3-D computer modeling
to work on larger projects.
and a technique similar to elec“My commute is about 35 troplating called electrotyping.
seconds,” he joked.
He’s been working with comIt’s a two-story building. The puter modeling for around 20
upstairs is mostly storage, but years and has appreciated adthe downstairs is where his vances in the last few years with
hands hit the clay in a space 3-D printing, which allows him
he said was “designed for the to take his ideas from the screen
workflow of pottery.”
and bring them into sculpture.
This is where he created the
“Art has always been driven
two pieces featured in the in- by technology,” he explained.
vitational, “96 Women” and “In the renaissance, a lot of the
“Lord Elgin’s Octave.”
artists were scientists. This inThe inspiration for “96 tegration of art and science is
Women” came from the steel historically pretty natural.”
structuring in which the clay
Moorhead’s,
Jackson’s
figurines are set.
and Johnson’s works are on
“Somehow the contrast be- display in the Donna and
tween (the grid) all these or- Jim Barksdale Galleries for
ganic figures that float at the Changing Exhibitions in the
top caught me,” he said.
Mississippi Museum of Art
Moorhead took about a day and will be available to view
to create each of the 96 female until March 12.
figures, putting in around three
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Hinge Dance Company presents ‘Breakthrough’
DEVNA BOSE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Hinge Dance Company
presented its annual performance titled “Breakthrough”
last night at the Powerhouse
and will continue the production tonight and tomorrow.
The local dance company
was started by Georgia native
Lydia Siniard while she was
a student at the University of
Mississippi. Since graduating
in 2009, Siniard has gone on
to expand and diversify Hinge
Dance Company to express
all facets of dance in a way
that highlights it as art, and
“Breakthrough”
completes
that mission.
“‘Breakthrough’ is about
going against the ‘norm or
the expected,’” Siniard said.
“I think sometimes we as humans get caught up with doing what we’re used to, what
people expect us to do, what
society expects of us, and this
show explores the depth of
what is beyond the ‘expected.’”
According to its website,
“Hinge Dance Company is
Oxford’s professionally contemporary company for adults
who want to continue their
dancing careers.”
The company describes its
mission as “dedicated to sharing our love and passion for
the art of dance; our goal is
to provide artistic enrichment
for the whole community.”
In its performances, it aims
to fuse choreography, athleticism and aesthetics to reveal
the “intrigue and importance
that dance has as an art form.”
“I wanted to provide a creative dance outlet for other
dancers like me who loved
growing up dancing everyday
only to come to college and
realize that dancing void still
needed to be filled,” Siniard
said.
Each year, the company
hosts a concert, and this year’s

show premiered yesterday
and was the company’s 10th
off-campus production.
The cast is composed of 16
men and women, including
Siniard.
Eudora native Blake Summers is a part of the production and was first welcomed
into the world of dance by the
owner of Hinge.
“Hinge started off as a student-run dance company
while I was at Ole Miss,” Summers said. “Hinge eventually
left campus and evolved into
Oxford’s first professional
dance company. The owner of
Hinge actually casted me for
my first dance show ever.”
He began dancing as a
sophomore in college, which
is typical for many male dancers, according to him.
“It is difficult to jump into
the dance world, but it is
exhilarating when you are
fresh,” he said.
His journey of dance has
taken him many places, including several rounds of “So
You Think You Can Dance,”
but Summers is more than
pleased that it has led him to
Hinge Dance Company and
“Breakthrough.”
“‘Breakthrough’ is a fun
show,” he said. “It has all
kinds of styles, and some have
extremely loud costumes. It
showcases dance pretty well.”
The doors open at 7:30
p.m., and the show will begin
at 8 p.m.
Siniard encourages anyone
who is interested to attend the
show to support local artistry in Oxford. Table seating is
available in addition to general tickets, and tables come
with a complimentary glass of
wine and hors d’oeuvres.
“Maybe ‘break through’
what you normally do on a
typical weekend,” Siniard
said. “And come experience
some live, athletic contemporary dance.”
PHOTOS BY: DEJA SAMUEL

Hinge Dance Company rehearses “Breakthrough” for its annual performance at the Powerhouse this week.
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Blogger, author brings personal story to Square Books
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Sudoku #3
7 6 2 9
9 4 3 8
8 1 5 2
1 2 7 3
6 5 4 1
3 9 8 7
2 7 1 6
4 3 6 5
9 4

1
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1
5

8
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Sudoku #6
5 9 1 3 8 6 4
8 6 7 5 2 4 3
4 2 3 7 9 1 6
1 5 6 8 7 3 2
9 7 8 6 4 2 5
3 4 2 9 1 5 7
7 1 5 2 6 8 9
6 8 9 4 3 7 1
4 1 5 9 8
2
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Sudoku #4
4 6 2 7 9 1 3
3 8 7 4 5 2 6
5 1 9 3 8 6 2
2 3 8 9 1 4 5
9 4 5 2 6 7 1
1 7 6 5 3 8 4
7 2 3 1 4 9 8
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1 8 7 3 9
6

5

2
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Sudoku #5
8 6 2 4
7 1 3 8
4 5 9 2
1 2 5 9
6 9 7 5
3 8 4 1
5 4 6 3
9 7 1 6
2 3 8 7

4
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1 7
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6 2
7 4

6 4
9 8
2 5
5 3
1 2
7 6

4

4

million people provide care
to people with Alzheimer’s.
I read lots of ‘self-help’
books, about everything
from depression and eating
disorders to dementia, but
I’m not looking for a ‘fix.’
We can’t fix this, but we
can find comfort from others who understand.”

"The art of simplicity is a puzzle of complexity."
-- Douglas Horton

6

1
2

3

ing that follows.
When asked what she
hopes her readers take
away from this book, she
said, “I hope my readers
who are caregivers or ever
have been will take away a
commonality and empathy.
There is no cure for Alzheimer’s. It is the sixth leading cause of death in the
United States. More than 15
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7 8 4 6
1 9 5 2
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5 7 8 1
3 4 2 7
9 6 1 3
4 1 7 9
8 3 6 5
5 9 8
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Sudoku #7
6 5 3 9 8 7
8 2 4 3 1 6
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1 6
4 5
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3 7
5 2
4 1
7 3
6 9

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

7 6
8 7
5 2
9 1
6 8
2 4

Susan Cushman, a successful blogger and active
member of the literary
community, will be the
holding a signing of her
book “Tangles and Plaques”
starting at 5 p.m. this Friday at Off Square Books.
“Tangles and Plaques” is
the candid tale of a mother-daughter duo facing the
realities of Alzheimer’s. A
brutally irreversible disease, Alzheimer’s steals
a person’s memories and
drastically changes every
life it touches. This is a
book about not only care
but also taking care.
The story is particularly personal for Cushman

editing, wanting to
keep the immediacy
and the emotional
impact of each visit
with [her] mother.”
Yet her ability to
write on the sweet,
albeit difficult, relationship between
mother and daughter has the capacity
to both warm and
break the heart of
every reader.
The title itself is
the first indicator
of the power behind
this story. Tangles
and plaques are
the literal medical terms for the
proteins found
in the brain of an
Alzheimer’s patient.
However, the title
can also be taken as
a reference to the
tangles formed in
those individuals
surrounding the disease and the emotional scars it leaves
in its wake.
“The tangles and
plaques aren’t only
in our brains,”
Cushman said. “But
often in our relationships.”
Like any individual suffering through
the effects of Alzheimer’s, Cushman does her
best to focus on lighthearted, humorous moments
when possible. By keeping
the book’s tone conversational, she drives home
the reality of the situation.
Readers are able to get a
glimpse of the raw wounds
inflicted by Alzheimer’s and
the heavy process of heal-

8

mjgardn1@go.olemiss.edu

because it is her own.
“I didn’t set out to write
a book about my mother,”
Cushman said. “Or Alzheimer’s. But when I began
caregiving for her in 2007,
I had just started a blog,
so I wrote about our journey as it was happening.
When Mom died in 2016,
I had published 60 blog
posts about each step of the
journey, as I sold her car
and house, moved her into
assisted living and finally
a nursing home. So this
collection is a kind of ‘new
epistolary,’ like the novels
based on letters or journal
entries.”
Detailing every step of
her journey, she tackles
this tough topic with an admirable amount of candidness; she holds no punches.
She says she “did very little

5
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Spring football in full swing for the Rebels
SAM HARRES

thedmsports@gmail.com

Spring football is underway
in Oxford, and with all the talk
of NCAA allegations and sanctions surrounding the Ole Miss
program, offensive coordinator
Phil Longo has reason to be optimistic.
“Players we were going to depend on, we’re able to depend
on,” Longo said. “They were excited to come into spring ball.”
Longo, entering his first year
at Ole Miss after earning his
stripes at Sam Houston State,
feels the “install” of his offensive plays and terminology is
going well. A veteran of spring
football, Longo has wasted no
time getting his new players up
to speed.
“We’re going to install the
whole thing in four days,” Longo said. “Right now, for having
a brand new staff and a brand
new offense with guys that did
something different terminology-wise last year, I kind of like
where we’re at on day two”
According to practice reports,
a number of scuffles broke out
during the afternoon scrimmages. Longo and the rest of
the coaches didn’t appear too
concerned with the altercation;
as members of a veteran staff,
they’re confident such problems have a way of working
themselves out.
“Some guys like the aggressive; they like the sense of urgency,” Longo said. “As we get
through spring ball, I’d like
to see us handle it with a little
more poise on offense.”
Over the past few seasons,
the Rebels have been passheavy, relying on the (at times)
inventive Chad Kelly to bail
them out whenever trouble
arose. This year, the offensive
staff, especially Longo, seems
far more confident in its running backs than it has in previous seasons.
“I’m happy with our (running
backs),” Longo said. “They’ll be
aggressive, and that’s what we
want.”

On the other side of the ball,
defensive coordinator Wesley
McGriff appeared happy with
the maturity and composure of
his players, especially so early
in the spring.
“Well, I’ll tell you – the biggest surprise has been the
football IQ of the young men,”
Longo said.“They’re doing a
tremendous job of grasping
the information in the morning
and retaining it. It’s translating
over to the field, so that’s good
to see.”
After constant struggling
with injuries and an over-reliance on defense, the Rebels are
hoping the “Landshark” moniker returns this year. Leading that charge will be a solid
core of veterans mixed with a
healthy dose of newcomers.
“Marquis Haynes is doing a
tremendous job of finding leadership,” McGriff said. “Breeland Speaks, I mean he’s doing some good things. On the
back end, you’ve got (Zedrick)
Woods, No. 36, and he’s doing
good things.”
Receiver Damore’ea Stringfellow runs downfield after a pass during practice last season.
Also in the news, Ole Miss
defensive tackle signee Tae-Ki- a Mississippi State hat and
on Reed was arrested Tuesday throwing it across the room
for on charges of burglary in before putting on a Rebels cap.
Lowndes County. The three- The university has released
star recruit briefly went viral Reed from his national letter of
on signing day after grabbing intent.

PHOTO BY: TAYLOR COOK

Only Your Mother Could Make You

Feel Better Faster

Walk-ins Welcome.
Open Every Day
8am-7pm
Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!
Our emergency room trained
staff is equipped to handle
your illnesses & injuries.

You only pay a co-pay
when you visit!

662.236.2232

1929 University Ave.
OxfordUrgentClinic.com
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BAR
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WATCH
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BASEBALL
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SEC Tournament scenarios for the Rebels
GRIFFIN NEAL

thedmsports@gmail.com

Following Wednesday’s 15-point loss
at Alabama, Ole Miss largely does not
control its own destiny in terms of seeding for the SEC Tournament. Technically,
the Rebels could have supplanted themselves as the No. 5 seed with a win over
Alabama, but because of the loss, Andy
Kennedy’s squad could hypothetically fall
all the way to the No. 9 seed.
Seeding is so important in the SEC
Tournament because if the Rebels are
holding out any hope on an NCAA Tournament bid, they’ll largely have to run the
table in the SEC Tournament or at least
make it to Sunday. The difference between

BEST CASE SCENARIO
FOR OLE MISS:
Georgia loses on the road to Arkansas Saturday afternoon, and Ole Miss upsets South Carolina
Saturday night. This will land Ole Miss with the No. 6
seed. If this happens, Arkansas will jump SCAR because it owns the tiebreaker and assume the No. 3
seed. Ole Miss will then play the winner of Auburn/
LSU and, barring any upset, will face Arkansas in the
quarterfinals. Arkansas is a team that thrives in the
comfort of its own gym, winning 83 percent of home
contests but just 54 percent on the road – giving the
Rebels their best shot at a quarterfinal matchup with
perennial SEC powerhouse Florida.

the No. 6 and No. 7 seed is paramount; for
starters, it delays a contest with Kentucky
until a potential championship game,
and it would ensure that the quarterfinal
matchup would feature either South Carolina or Arkansas, as opposed to a Florida
team that’s hitting its stride.
If this seems heady and tough to
follow, don’t worry – only two out of 14
seeds are confirmed with Kentucky at No.
1 and Florida at No. 2. Everything else
from South Carolina to Missouri is fluid,
meaning there is a plethora of potential
scenarios for the Rebels to thrive in.

WORST CASE SCENARIO:
Georgia upsets Arkansas, Vanderbilt beats
Florida and Ole Miss loses to South Carolina. The
Rebs would fall to the No. 8 seed (and potentially
No. 9 if TAMU upsets Kentucky) and would face a
Texas A&M team that has already beaten Ole Miss
on the year. Should Ole Miss defeat Texas A&M,
it’ll meet a rested and hungry Kentucky team in
the quarterfinals. John Calipari’s team has excelled in the SEC Tournament in years past, and
it’ll have extra motivation to thrash the Rebels as
the Wildcats vying for a No. 2 seed in the NCAA
Tournament.

WHAT WILL LIKELY HAPPEN:
Arkansas, one of the best home teams in the SEC, will beat Georgia Saturday. Conversely, the
Rebels likely will not upset South Carolina; a team that beat them by 11 this year and boasts one of
the nation’s top scorers, Sindarius Thornwell. Ole Miss has had troubles all year long with high-volume scorers, be it Malik Monk, Antonio Blakeney or even Mississippi State’s Lamar Peters. Should
Ole Miss lose and fall to the No. 7 seed, it’ll have to knock off Tennessee or Texas A&M – teams
that have both defeated the Rebels already. On the other side of the first-round matchup will await
Florida, who the Rebels do not want to see that early in the tournament. Barring any upsets, Ole
Miss likely will not be attending the Big Dance this year.

Practicality aside, Ole Miss badly needs an upset over South Carolina Saturday night. Despite
the positive seeding externalities of an upset, senior and captain Sebastian Saiz deserves a respectable sendoff. For a player who has impacted his team and campus so heavily, a win this weekend
would only be fitting. As mentioned above, avoiding Florida and Kentucky is significant because
on Wednesday, the calendar flipped from February to March. With March comes madness, but also
magic. The Rebels just need a shot to make it happen.

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

BUSINESS

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000

TRANSCULTURAL CARE ADHD,
Anxiety, Bipolar, Depression, Psych
Evaluation & Medication Management
www.transcultural-care.com Tel: 662234-5317 Olamide Alabi, PMHNP-BC

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends or any time. Locally owned and
operated, BBB accredited (662)8016692 www.oxfordtownhouse.com

PHOTOS BY: CAMERON BROOKS

SPORTS

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 3 MARCH 2017 | PAGE 11

SMITH

continued from page 12
cause they have a history and
a legacy. They have facilities.
They have the marquee coaches.”
He did the two things he’s
done his entire life: work with
what he had and prove people
wrong.
“We took the kids that we
had,” he said. “We took their
skill set and improved on it.
That is all we had. That is all
we could do. You can’t turn a
pony into a thoroughbred over
night.”
There had to be a culture
change. The cupboard was
bare, with little to no structure.
Strother would know better
than anyone. She’s seen it all,
and it wasn’t good before Smith.
“Practices were kind of just
lackadaisical,” she said. “We
would do random things that
made no sense. We didn’t know
if we were going to be running a
lot or what we are working on.”
Smith quickly changed that.
His practices are timed down
to each minute, broken up
into who is doing what during
each section of practice, down
to each swing or ground ball.
He sends his players a detailed
itinerary of how practice will go
each day. He uses video instruction, scouting reports and spray
charts, which the players have
access to, as well.
There are no surprises with
Smith.
“I like structure,” Strother
said. “I like that he was firm.
He is very blunt. He doesn’t
sugar-coat things. He tells you
what he wants you to do or what
he wants you to follow.”
It wasn’t for everyone,
though. Some players didn’t
like the culture shock. Some
left, but there were others, like
Strother and starting catcher
Courtney Syrett, who bought in.
“You either buy in to what we
are trying to do, or you aren’t
going to be successful in our
program,” Smith said. “Once
you can buy in and get over the
hump and do things differently
than you have done in the past,
then I am an easy coach to play
for. If you don’t, I am not, because I am going to be on you
until you do.”
The results soon followed.
Ole Miss finished 30-25 his
first season. It took its lumps in
the rugged SEC but shattered
every offensive program record

Rebels celebrate after defeating Louisiana Tech 4-3 in the eighth inning Wednesday.
kept in the books, which gave
him a recruiting tool. In his second season, the Rebels made
the NCAA Tournament for the
first time in program history
with the third youngest roster in
the country. He gained another
tool.
If Ole Miss was able to come
this far in two short seasons,
think how far the ascent could
go when a player from the 2020
class sets foot on campus.
That’s his pitch.
“Now the top talented kids
are giving us a chance,” Smith
said. “We couldn’t even get
them on campus. They would
talk to us on the phone, but we
couldn’t get them on campus.
Now, we are getting on campus, and they are seeing ‘Oh
my gosh, Ole Miss is a special
place,’ and we are getting a lot
of those kids now. We feel our
recruiting classes two, three
and four years out are going to
be really special.”
The success has come so fast
that he’s even surprised himself
with how quickly it has happened. His desire to win and his
desire to push his players down
to the smallest details has accelerated this process. When he’s
short on talent, he out-strategizes opponents, puts pressure
on the defense with hit and
runs, squeezes and stolen bases.
“One, he is really smart game
strategy wise,” assistant coach
Ruben Felix said. “Two, on an
everyday basis, he reminds me
of a major league manager.
When I coached major league
baseball and when I coached

in the minor leagues, the really
good managers are detail oriented in the way they take an
every day approach to practice
and an attention to detail. They
work on fundamentals to an extreme, and that’s something he
does really well.”
Smith and Ole Miss are doing
what some thought couldn’t be
done. But that’s nothing new to
him in his playing and coaching
career.
“People have told me every
step of the way that ‘You don’t
know how long it’s going to
take. It is going to take time,”
Smith said. “I don’t know if you
can do this.’ It just fuels my fire
even more. It’s not that I want
to prove people wrong … Maybe I just want to prove to myself
that I can do it.”
Smith feels more at home in
Oxford than he’s ever been. He
and his wife Ellen traveled a lot
when he played pro ball. They
often discussed raising a family
somewhere smaller than a big
city.
“We talked about how great
it would be to raise our kids
in a place where it was a small
town,” Smith said. “Where
maybe they had a minor league
team, and we could get season
tickets and go out to the ballpark and just be invested in
something small, something
different than the big city.”
When his two kids, Ashlee and Tyler, came along, the
moves didn’t stop. The trek
from California to Lake Charles
when Ashlee began high school
wasn’t easy, and the move to

PHOTO BY: TAYLAR TEEL

Oxford wasn’t either. Ellen
stayed with Ashlee the first
year so she could graduate high
school, and Tyler went with dad
to begin high school at Oxford
High.
But now they’re all back together. Ashlee is a sophomore
at Ole Miss and works for SEC
Network. She operated one
of the TV cameras during the
walk-off win.
“We actually went back to
the house and watched the entire game as a family and got to
watch what she really likes to
do,” he said.
A few miles down the road,
Tyler plays for Oxford High’s
baseball team, the defending
state champion. The family is
all settled while Smith continues to build his prized project.
“We’ve just fallen in love with
the city of Oxford and the University of Mississippi,” Smith
said. “We are Mississippians
now. We aren’t Californians
anymore.”
He’s not over the hump yet,
and he knows it is still an uphill climb. He also knows he
couldn’t have done it without
some senior leadership, which
Syrett and Strother have provided.
“They’re good softball players, but they are even better
individuals,” Smith said. “They
have bought into what I have
wanted and what we have been
able to do here. They’ve done a
tremendous job of taking this
program and putting Ole Miss
softball on the map.”
The two are in their final

years at Ole Miss, and though
they may not be the team that
brings home a championship,
they’ve paved the way to make
it possible.
“It’s cool that even though
we might not be that team that
goes to the national championship, we are the ones setting
that foundation right now,”
Strother said.
The two are roommates, and
after their 5-0 weekend in Florida, they sat at home and reflected on how far everything has
come.
“We were like, ‘This awesome. We would have never
expected this,’ but we aren’t
stopping,” Strother said. “We
sit down and we back on it, and
it is humbling. The freshmen
can’t necessarily do that, but
Courtney and I can. We can
know that we have helped build
this program.”
Strother describes her coach
as “all gas, no brakes.” He’s
always moving forward and
building toward the future.
He’s put a winning product on
the field, and now the next step
is getting fans in the seats. He
knows it’s not like baseball at
Ole Miss, and he doesn’t necessarily want it to be. But he
thinks getting 1,000 fans per
game isn’t unreasonable. The
energy he coaches with shows
through how his team plays,
and now wants others to see it,
too.
“I think we are creating a
buzz, not just on our campus
and the community but across
the country for Ole Miss softball,” Smith said. “I would love
to get 1,000 every night into
our stands. Our games our
free. It costs nothing to come to
our games. People just need to
come out and see what we are
about and the excitement. Our
team is fun. The players are into
the games. People just need to
get out and experience Ole Miss
softball.”
Smith’s desire to build for the
future doesn’t mean he lets the
present moment go by without appreciation for where he’s
come from or where he is.
“I am proud to wear Ole Miss
across my chest every day,”
Smith said. “I don’t take this
game for granted. I don’t take
this job for granted. I don’t
take the people I work with for
granted. I am at a special place,
and I enjoy everything about
this program.”
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Softball coach leads Ole Miss to victory

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss head softball coach
Mike Smith slowly paces back
and forth near the third base
bag at the Ole Miss Softball
Complex on a crisp March
night. Miranda Strother – one
of four seniors on the team –
looks at him for a sign, steps
up to the plate and digs in. The
Rebels are up 2-1 in the third inning against Louisiana Tech in
their home opener and looking
for some early insurance.
Strother slaps a two-out base
hit into left field, taking a hard
turn around first and then retreating back to the bag. It’s her
final home opener, and she’s
got only so many of these nights
left on the diamond. But that’s
okay because these are easily
the highest moments of her collegiate career.
In the dugout behind Smith,
Strother’s teammates cheer
loudly, a group that is collectively pretty good. In fact, it’s
really good. Earlier this week,
the Rebels slid into the top 25
in the major softball polls for
the first time in program history. Ole Miss run-ruled No. 23
South Florida the weekend before, twice.
The Rebels went on to beat
Louisiana Tech on a walk-off
home run that night and are
currently 13-2.
But it hasn’t always been this
way, and the man pacing up
and down the third base line in

front of the Rebels’ dugout has
his fingerprints all over a program that was once a joke in the
SEC.
Smith arrived in Oxford in
May 2014 to take over as head
coach of the softball program,
one that had never scored a run
in the SEC Tournament. Forget winning a game – the Rebels had never made a full trip
around the base paths.
“My ultimate goal when I
first started coaching was that
I wanted to coach on the highest level on the collegiate level,”
Smith said. “I knew that there
were going to be challenges
here. Challenges competing on
a daily basis in the SEC, challenges in recruiting that we are
still dealing with.”
Before he accepted the job, he
called some colleagues he knew
in the SEC and around the softball world.
“A few of them said, ‘I think
it is a dead end job’ or ‘I think
it is a career killer,’” Smith said.
“I don’t think you can win there.
Honestly, that just fueled my
fire even more. My coaching
career has always been about
going into somewhere with
nothing and building it into
something.”
Smith is an ex-professional
baseball player from San Diego
with a knack for proving people
wrong. He got his start in softball at an NAIA school called
Biola University in La Mirada,
California. The school was transitioning its club softball team
into a full-fledged program, and
it needed a head coach.
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Head coach Mike Smith places his hat over his heart during the national
anthem. Rebels defeated Louisiana Tech 4-3 Wednesday.
Smith was notified of this in
October before the coming season. He had no rime to recruit
for a team that possessed a 17131 record all-time. The team
went 22-23 in Smith’s first season, finished ranked No. 15 nationally in his second year and
No. 4 the year after that. He then
moved on to California Baptist,

where he won a national title
in 2009. All eight of his teams
there won their conference and
went to the NAIA World Series.
He then went to McNeese
State in Lake Charles, Louisiana. He defeated Arizona
State – the defending national
champions – in his first season and was named Southland

Coach of the Year in 2014.
Smith is the son of a military
man who worked with Navy
Seals and says his mother is
the most organized person he
knows, so naturally his desire
for structure and attention to
detail is off the charts.
“I’m not a perfectionist, but I
am a detail-oriented coach, so I
pay attention to details,” Smith
said. “Sometimes players think
I am a perfectionist from that
standpoint. If I am perfectionist for details, I am OK with
that because it’s the little things
that are the difference between
winning close ball games and
losing.”
But this was the SEC. This
was the highest level of softball.
This may have been his dream,
but was he set up for failure?
Not to mention, softball is a
sport where you have to recruit
years into the future. For example, Ole Miss’ 2017, 2018 and
2019 classes are all complete.
How was he supposed to
compete with the blue bloods of
the sport?
“They want a program that
the parents and players can be
proud of, and Ole Miss wasn’t
like that,” Smith said. “That
was part of the problem. When
you’re recruiting kids three and
four years out, they only know
of what they see and hear from
the Alabamas, the Floridas, the
Auburns. So when you are competing with those programs, we
are losing out sometimes be-
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